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 Growth of female and male hair sheep lambs (primarily Katahdin; 9 female, 10 
male) and crossbred meat goat kids (primarily Boer; 11 female, 18 male) was evaluated 
to compare the use of these species in a pasture production system on the Lower Eastern 
Shore of Maryland.  Lambs and kids born in March were raised in a production setting in 
which dams were allowed to give birth (in dry lots with shelter), and were fed alfalfa hay 
and supplemented with grain for approximately the first two weeks of lactation.  After the 
supplemental period, dams and offspring were moved to orchardgrass/clover mixed 
pasture at a stocking rate of approximately 5 dams/acre with offspring and were not 
supplemented.  Body condition was monitored but not recorded and water was supplied 
ad libitum at all times (water trough during the supplemental period and automatic 
waterers while on pasture).  Birth weights were recorded within 48 hours of birth (= day 
0).  At weaning (approximately 70.3 ± 1.3 days of age) animals were weighed and all 
male offspring were moved to an endophyte-free fescue/clover mixed pasture.  Female 
offspring remained in the same pasture, but dams were removed and then returned after a 
4-week period.  Body weights were recorded again at approximately 92.8 ± 1.2 days of 
age and average daily gain (ADG) was calculated and reported as weaning ADG and 
post-weaning ADG (approximately 22.8 ± 0.2 days after weaning).  Sex, dam age/parity, 
birth type (single, twin or triplet) and birthweight were accounted for statistically.  Sheep 
had greater (P < 0.0001) ADG at weaning and post-weaning.  Averages at were 0.60 ± 
.03 lb/day for sheep versus 0.35 ± .02 lb/day for goats at weaning and 0.58 ± .02 lb/day 
for sheep versus 0.31 ±  .02 lb/day for goats at approximately 23 days post-weaning.  
Given this information, combined with higher selling prices at the local auction houses 
for lambs compared to goats, pasture hair sheep lamb production would be a more viable 
enterprise for pasture production systems.  
 


